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Review: Portland Ballet's 'Boutique' caters to
children, adults
By Special to The Oregonian
November 28, 2009, 12:50PM

The Portland Ballet's annual holiday production of John Clifford's La Boutique
Fantasque.

Rossini’s music, reworked by composer Eric Allen for the Portland State
University orchestra; Michael Mazzola’s expert lighting and some promising
young dancers animated Portland Ballet’s opening performance of "La
Boutique Fantastique" on Friday afternoon at the Newmark Theater, delighting
equally the audience of adults and children.

"Boutique," originally created by Leonid Massine in 1919 for the Ballets Russes
and revised for Portland Ballet by John Clifford, is no more a children’s
ballet than "The Nutcracker." It offers many opportunities to demonstrate
technique, through a series of divertissements (national dances), making it a
short, sweet vehicle for student dancers.

Despite a couple of tumbles in the first act, the felicitous marriage of dancing
and music throughout made this seventh season of "Boutique" the best one
yet.

Live music, of course, makes all the difference, energizing the dancers to
perform with an on-the-spot clarity and spontaneity that can be lacking when
the music is recorded.  The Portland Ballet dancers had the opportunity to
rehearse with the PSU orchestra, and the musicians, thanks to Ken Selden’s
thoughtful conducting, showed considerable sensitivity to
their needs.

And those needs were many -- Clifford’s "Boutique" requires clear mime,
adagio (slow) and allegro (fast) dancing, comedy and the musicality he
learned as a principal dancer at New York City Ballet and as George
Balanchine’s choreographic disciple. 

Into this "Boutique," he has packed references to Balanchine’s works (the
Soldier Commander’s solo, including her costume, is a short take on Mr. B’s
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"Stars and Stripes") and those of others, such as Kenneth MacMillan’s balcony
pas de deux from "Romeo and Juliet" for the reconciliation duet performed by
the toy shop’s quarrelsome proprietor and his patient wife.

There is a wide range of skill in this company, the performing arm of the
Portland Ballet Academy, but all are extremely well trained by artistic director
and founder Nancy Davis and her experienced staff. 

Davis was herself trained at Balanchine’s School of American Ballet, where she
was a favorite of Alexandra Danilova. Danilova, incidentally, danced in
Massine’s version of *Boutique* in Portland in the early 1930s.

The boys receive extremely good schooling from former Oregon Ballet Theatre
principal Alexandrous Ballard, who joined them as the Cossack Soldier in the
Metrushka doll variation, as well as from Academy principal Jason Davis. From
both men they learn stage presence and panache, as well as precise
technique.

Many of the students are destined for professional careers. Some cast
members have been admitted to summer programs at the School of American
Ballet as well as the schools of Pacific Northwest Ballet, Houston Ballet, San
Francisco Ballet and Miami City Ballet.

If the proof of the training is in the performing, particularly impressive on
Friday afternoon were Tarantella leader Skye Stouber, Pinocchio in earlier
productions, who dances with an assurance beyond his years, and Caroline
MacDonald. 

In the second divertissement, Henry Cotton showed his usual promise. The
dancers who were portraying playing cards, mindful no doubt of the earlier
tumbles, displayed their good  technique, but cautiously.

Finn Hennell, clearly very young indeed, as this year’s Pinocchio, projected a
lot of boyish impudence, as he acted as the emcee of the divertissements. But
he was really outstanding as a comic accessory to the Giselle doll’s variation,
performed with fleet technique by Rusne Kuzmickas, clearly destined for a
professional career. This is also true of Jane Esterline as the Toy Soldier
Commander, whose crisp attack and precise port de bras elicited cheers from
at least one audience member.

Guest artist Josh Murry, an apprentice with Body Vox and a native Oregonian,
did a fine job as the weary, stressed shopkeeper and 17-year-old Kelsey Trif
an eloquently exhausted performance as his beleaguered wife. Both can act
as well as dance, and Trif is particularly musical. So was 15-year-old Maggie
Rupp as the Blue Fairy, who arranges this ballet’s happily-ever-after ending.

As integral to the professional look of this production, with its backdrop based
on painter Andre Derain’s original design, are Mazzola’s lights, which never
distract from the dancing but always enhance the mood from sad to joyful.
The lavish costumes were created by Mary Huhlbach and Jane Staugas Bray.  

Less than pleasing are the dance of the toy poodles (which made the small
children in the audience ecstatic) and the unbelievably coy can-can dance.
This "Boutique" is basically in the Ballets Russes tradition, a fully produced
work intended to entertain.

-- Martha Ullman West

ALL BEST BETS »

ALL CLASSICAL RADIO

Listen live to All Classical FM
on your desktop

MORE ALL CLASSICAL »

THEATRE VIEW

• Pick your seat at
Portland Center Stage
-- Check out the views
and find the best places
to sit. For tickets and
information call 503-445-
3700 or go to
www.pcs.org.

Community
ADOPTION as an option?

Community
2nd Annual Bethany Elementary

Holiday Bazaar

Community
Intro to ENERGY HEALING Nov.

30th

ADVERTISEMENT
•  Relocation.com will Save you
Time and Money on your Move

Takes Center
Stage at 2009
FringeNYC 5:45
a.m. PT

• Lord Leebrick's
2009-2010
Season 10:22
a.m. PT

ALL OREGON
BLOGS »

mailto:marthaullmanwest@gmail.com
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.oregonlive.com/////Click/OREGONLIVE/Merch_ClickTrack_OR/SeeMoreListings.html/?_RM_REDIR_=http://classifieds.oregonlive.com/?orig_cat=&property=oregonlive.com&orig_prop=oregonlive.com&temp_type=browse&category=results&tp=ME_olive&classification=Community
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.oregonlive.com/////Click/OREGONLIVE/Merch_ClickTrack_OR/PostforFreeNow.html/?_RM_REDIR_=https://secure.adpay.com/adwizard_login.aspx?a=554677314B484F5072426C4367797447336F4E2F526A4A466E6F56457568494650515739656C39536767712F5A666D59724A68757274306D633567706F506F51&catid=2016_17
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.oregonlive.com/////Click/OREGONLIVE/Merch_ClickTrack_OR/community.html/?_RM_REDIR_=http://classifieds.oregonlive.com/?cur_cat=&orig_cat=&property=oregonlive.com&orig_prop=oregonlive.com&temp_type=detail&category=detail&tp=ME_olive&classification=For%20Sale&ad_id=318563532
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.oregonlive.com/////Click/OREGONLIVE/Merch_ClickTrack_OR/community.html/?_RM_REDIR_=http://classifieds.oregonlive.com/?cur_cat=&orig_cat=&property=oregonlive.com&orig_prop=oregonlive.com&temp_type=detail&category=detail&tp=ME_olive&classification=For%20Sale&ad_id=318563532
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.oregonlive.com/////Click/OREGONLIVE/Merch_ClickTrack_OR/community.html/?_RM_REDIR_=http://classifieds.oregonlive.com/?cur_cat=&orig_cat=&property=oregonlive.com&orig_prop=oregonlive.com&temp_type=detail&category=detail&tp=ME_olive&classification=For%20Sale&ad_id=334947498
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.oregonlive.com/////Click/OREGONLIVE/Merch_ClickTrack_OR/community.html/?_RM_REDIR_=http://classifieds.oregonlive.com/?cur_cat=&orig_cat=&property=oregonlive.com&orig_prop=oregonlive.com&temp_type=detail&category=detail&tp=ME_olive&classification=For%20Sale&ad_id=334947498
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.oregonlive.com/////Click/OREGONLIVE/Merch_ClickTrack_OR/community.html/?_RM_REDIR_=http://classifieds.oregonlive.com/?cur_cat=&orig_cat=&property=oregonlive.com&orig_prop=oregonlive.com&temp_type=detail&category=detail&tp=ME_olive&classification=For%20Sale&ad_id=337207040
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.oregonlive.com/////Click/OREGONLIVE/Merch_ClickTrack_OR/community.html/?_RM_REDIR_=http://classifieds.oregonlive.com/?cur_cat=&orig_cat=&property=oregonlive.com&orig_prop=oregonlive.com&temp_type=detail&category=detail&tp=ME_olive&classification=For%20Sale&ad_id=337207040
http://www.oregonlive.com/entertainment/index.ssf/best_bets/index.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/live/kbps/audio/index.ssf?kbps
http://www.oregonlive.com/live/kbps/audio/index.ssf?kbps
http://www.oregonlive.com/aboutus/index.ssf?/aboutus/content/affiliates.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/entertainment/photos/gallery.ssf?cgi-bin/view_gallery.cgi/olive/view_gallery.ata?g_id=5721
http://www.pcs.org/
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.oregonlive.com/performance/index.ssf/1935518918/TxtLink1/OREGONLIVE/Relocation01_OR_RoS_Text/MSL1097.html/30613035303230373461636636656630?1935518918
http://blog.oregonlive.com/onstage/2009/09/seattle_play_center_stage_at_2.html
http://blog.oregonlive.com/onstage/2009/08/lord_leebricks_20092010.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/blogs/
http://ads.oregonlive.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.oregonlive.com/performance/index.ssf/1213072434/SkyScraper2/OREGONLIVE/Cricket05_OR_RoS_Sky/cricket102609_160x600.gif/30613035303230373461636636656630

