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ABOVE: Dancer Skye Stouber, performing as the Cancan Master in The Portland Ballet's production of "La Boutique Fantasque,' jumps over a line of Cancan Dancers in splits.

Phator coureery Blgim Cavers

The Portland Ballet and PSU Symphony
collaborate for this year's 'La Boutique Fantasque’

illsdale-based The Port-
land Ballet (TPB) will
be returning to the New-
mark Theatre this year to
present its holiday classic,
“La Boutique Fantasque” on Nov. 27
and 28 in a special, first-time col-
laboration with the Portand Stare
University (PSU) Symphony.

Now in its seventh year, TPB's pro-
duction of “La Boutique Fantasque”
— translated in English as “The En-
chanted Toyshop”™ — has become a
tradition for families throughout
Portland.

Leonide Massine choreographed
Rossini’s “La Boutique Fantasque” in
1919 for impresario Serge Diaghilev's
“Ballers Russes.”

The Portland Ballet's production
has been updared specifically for the
youth company’s dancers by ballet
legend John Clifford, former arristic
director of Los Angeles Ballet,

This years presenwtion of “La
Bourique Fantasque” in collaboration

with the PSU Symphony marks the
realization of a long-awaited goal.

“It was our dream from the be-
ginning to work with a live student
orchestra” says Jim Lane, TPB’s man-
aging director. In 2008, after several
failed attempts to negotiate an agree-
ment with local orchestras, TPB ap-
proached the Portland State Univer-
sity Symphony, which immediarely
agreed to the partnership.

“l was excited to receive an invi-
tation from The Portland Baller,”
says PSU Symphony Conducror Ken
Selden. °I love Rossini's music and
find "La Boutique Fantasque’ to be a
charming and brilliant masterpiece.”

The hope was that PSU Sympho-
ny would perform with TPB in the
2008 “La Bourtique Fantasque” pro-
duction, However, a major musical
hurdle caused the project 1o be de-
layed until 2009,

The Newmark Theatre orchestra
pit seats 35 musicians, however the
[JH.HI.'I sC0Ore, hﬂ.wd on pano Compo-

sitions by Rossini and orchestrated
by Respighi, calls for an 80-piece or-
chestra. Fortunately, the music is in
the public domain and scaling back
the number of musicians did nor re-
quire formal approval.

Transcribing the modifed score
for the musicians’ use was another
martier.

"The cost of transcribing the work
was considerable,” Lane remembers,
“After recetving several bids which
were beyond our budger, | sar down
with Ken (Seldon) to review the di-
lemma. He suggested working with
Eric Allen — a recent 'SU graduate
and a highly gifted composer in his
own right — who was eager to take
on the challenge.” Together Seldon
and Allen have been working on the
arrangement of the score which was
completed by the end of August, just
in time for the PSU Symphony to
begin rehearsals in the Rl semester.

With the logistics of preparing the

score resolved, the artistic process be-
gins. It is the expectation of both in-
sttutions thar this collaboration will
do much 1o further the experience of
their students.

“Ballet with live music requires
tremendous sensitivity between the
musicians in the pit and the activity
on stage,” Selden notes, “This chem-
istry between the artists is the essence
of live performance and what makes
it so caprivating for the audience. It
is an experience thar canned music
will never duplicate.”

To achieve this level of freedom on
stage requires a great deal of behind-
the-scenes preparation. Fortunarely,
both Seldon and Mancy Davis, TI'B's
arnstic director, are experienced with
the process.

“What many people don't realize is
that most of the rehearsals are con-
ducted separately — the musicians
learning the score at the required
tempos and the dancers leaming the
choreography and staging,” Davis

said. “Finally, in the last week leading
up to the performance, the orchestra
and the ballet will rehearse together at
the thearer. That is the magical mo-
ment we've all been waiting for! We
are thrilled thar this long-sought col-
laboration has come o fruition both
for our dancers and for the commu-
nity. This production is not-to-be-
missed by anyone secking a first-rate
holiday experience this year.”

“La Boutique Fantasque™ will be
presented ar the Newmark Theatre,
1111 S.W. Broadway (ar Main Street)
in downtown Pordand. Performanc-
es are Friday, Nov. 27, and Saturday,
Nov. 28, ar 2:30 and 7:30 p.m.

Tickers are $15 - $40 for adults,
$10 - 5§20 for children or students,
and $12 - $30 for those 62 and older
from TicketMaster, www.ticketmas-
ter.com  1-B00-745-3000,
tickets are available at www.theport-
landballet.org or by calling 503-452-
8448,
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